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Book Reviews 27 

Goebel, University of Illinois, "De Verbo Magnifico;" Professor George T. 
Flom, University of Illinois, "The Phonology of the Language of the Mask- 
waki Indians;" Dr. J. Walter Rankin, University of Missouri, "The Origin 
of the Kalevala Runes" (read by title). 

NEW YORK BRANCH 

Meetings of the New York Branch of the American Folk-Lore Society were 
held as follows. Nov. 17, 1910, the Branch met in Earl Hall, Columbia 
University, and Mr. A. A. Goldenweiser read a paper on "L6vy Bruhl's 
'Les fonctions mentales des Societds Infdrieures.' " Professor Boas, Dr. 
Lowie, and the speaker conducted the discussion. — Feb. 16, 191 1, the officers 
of the Society met and elected officers for the year 1911-12, as follows: 
President, Professor Joseph Jacobs; Vice-President, Dr. Robert H. Lowie; 
Secretary, Dr. A. A. Goldenweiser; Treasurer, Mr. Stansbury Hagar. The 
lecture of the evening, on "Two Sources of the Beast Epic," was given by 
Miss Louise Haessler. A discussion by Messrs. Lowie, Goldenweiser, and 
Hagar followed. — April 13 Professor Boas reported on the "Significance 
of Childhood Associations" as revealed by the work of Mr. Sigismund 
Freud. An animated discussion followed, in which Messrs. Osborn, Halpern, 
Fishberg, Goldenweiser, and the speaker participated. 



BOOK REVIEWS 

L'Eglise et la Sorcellerie, Precis historioue, suivi des documents 
officiels, des textes principaux et d'un proces inedit. par j. 
Franqais. Paris, Librairie Critique (Emile Nourry), 1910. 

The author of this compact and interesting volume announces his bias 
very frankly in his preface: "The history of sorcery appears as one of the 
most significant episodes of the anti-scientific contest undertaken by the 
Church." It is a tiresome thing that the subject of witchcraft cannot now 
and then be treated without passion and without tendenz. Every competent 
student of folk-lore knows that the burden of responsibility for witch-prose- 
cution rests upon the human race, not upon any nation, or church, or sect, 
or group of law-givers. Yet this self-evident truth (which can be demon- 
strated a thousand-fold whenever there is call for proof) has hardly made its 
way beyond the circle of anthropologists. 

However, the book before us, though more or less one-sided, is not so 
bigoted as we might expect, and it gives a good deal of information in a 
convenient form. It is "documented" throughout, so that the reader has 
himself to blame if he rests content with the author's sole authority. The 
sources of information are mostly obvious and well known, but there is here 
and there a new reference. Mr. Frangais, in word, is not profoundly 
learned in demonological lore, but he is a skilful vulgarisateur. 

Naturally, the author is most at home in France; the rest of the world is 
rather scantily treated. The chapter on Scotland, England, and America 
is a poor makeshift of ten pages. James VI of Scotland is called "le defenseur 
de la vraie foi," although the title Fidei Defensor did not belong to him 
until he became King of England. His "theology" is held chiefly ac- 
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countable for the Scottish prosecutions after 1589, — as if his theology differed 
in these matters from that of the clergy or the laity. The usual misappre- 
hensions with regard to the Statute of 1604 are repeated. King James is 
said to have written his " Daemonologie " to oppose Reginald Scot and 
George Giffard, — instead of Scot and Wierus. The ignorance of Mr. Francais 
on the extensive literature of British witchcraft is abysmal. 

The inedited trial mentioned in the titlepage is that of Suzanne Gaudry 
in 1652. It is from the archives of Lille. Its inclusion gives the book its 
chief claim on the attention of scholars. 

G. L. K. 

A. N. Afanassjew. Russische Volksmarchen. Neue Folge. Deutsch 
von Anna Meyer. Vienna (Dr Rud. Ludwig), 1910. 

The first series of this translator's versions of Afanas'ev's folk-tales 
appeared in 1906. We welcome the second series warmly. Everybody 
knows how interesting and important these Russian stories are. The more 
generally accessible they are made, the better. The translations are ex- 
cellent reading. The volume is beautifully printed, and sells for only three 
marks. We hope for more work of this kind from the same hand. 

Schlesische Sagen. Von Richard Kuhnau. I. Spuk- und Gespen- 
stersagen. II. Damonen- und Teufelsagen. 2 vols. Leipzig, B. G. 
Teubner, 1910-11. 

Two thick volumes, each containing an instalment of Kiihnau's elaborately 
planned work on Silesian traditions, are now before the learned world. They 
are included in the series of Schlesiens volkstumliche Uberlieferungen which 
the Silesian Folk-Lore Society is publishing under the general editorship of 
Theodor Siebs. 

The society is to be congratulated on securing the services of so active 
and enthusiastic an editor as Kuhnau. He has gathered his materials 
from many sources, in print and in manuscript, as well as from the lips of 
the people. The result is a great body of trustworthy matter to which the 
investigator of the popular spirit will have recourse with ever-increasing 
gratitude. Nor will the general reader find these volumes destitute of 
entertainment, for many of the legends are absolutely first-rate, considered 
merely as stories. 

The classification is sensible, and not, as is sometimes the case, finical or 
over-subtle. Every demand of science is satisfied in the exactness of the 
references. 

The richness of the collection is almost amazing. Yet a third volume is 
announced as ready for the printer. Stories about Rubezahl, local legends 
of Breslau, and Mdrchen are not included in the editor's plan. 

Particularly interesting is the group of vampire stories, covering nearly 
fifty pages, and illustrating almost every phase of this gruesome super- 
stition. Two especially famous vampires are the Breslau shoemaker of 
the sixteenth century and Johann Cuntze of Pentsch. Of the former the 
editor remarks, "Ja selbst im Auslande ist die Geschichte bekannt geworden, 
und Henricus Morus Cantabrigiensis, der englische Theologe, erwahnt in 
s einen Opera den Sutor Vratislaviensis " (p. 168). This is a rather vague 



